
 
UK CHILDREN DREAMING OF MEERKATS AND MONKEYS 

 
Wild animals mix with cats and dogs in kids’ list of dream pets 

 
Meerkats have entered the top 10 list of animals which school children would like to have as pets, 
according to a new study. 
 
Research by Pets at Home, found that while traditional pets such as dogs, cats, rabbits and hamsters 
remain popular, children have a wild streak when it comes to choosing pets and many would prefer 
something a little more adventurous. 
 

Top 10 Children’s Dream Pets 

1.Dog 
2.Cat 
3.Monkey 
4.Horse 
5.Rabbit 
6.Tiger 
7.Penguin 
8.Parrot 
9.Meerkat 
10.Hamster 

 
The research also revealed that while 90% of children would love to have a pet, some have never 
seen one in real life. 
 
For example, 1 in 20 of those surveyed admitted they have only ever seen a dog or cat on TV or in a 
book, a figure which rose to 1 in 13 amongst children who live in London. 
 
Reptiles were even less popular, with 1 in 7 having never seen a lizard and 1 in 8 never encountering 
a snake. 
 
The majority of children had seen small furry animals in real life, with only 1 in 20 having never seen 
a hamster, 1 in 10 never seeing a mouse and 1 in 5 never seeing a rat. 
 
School played a key factor in learning about pets, with half saying this is where they encountered 
animals for the first time. 
 
Three-fifths of children said they would like a pet to teach it tricks, however many others expressed 
a desire to learn more about animals and how to handle their pets’ responsibly.  
 



Almost half would like to learn how to keep their pets happy and healthy, a third how to give their 
pet a comfy home, the same number how to feed their pet correctly and one in five how to wash 
and clean their pet. 
 
Of children who already have a dog, 40% are already helping to feed it, one in ten wash him or her 
and 16% train it. A further 40% of kids with cats feed their furry friend, while a quarter of children 
with fish are responsible for feed them. 
 
Mark Smith, pet and reptile operations manager at Pets at Home, said: “It’s not surprising 
meerkats are popping up in children’s dream pet lists – they’re everywhere at the moment! 
However, while meerkats, monkeys and penguins may be a bit tricky to keep as pets, there are a 
whole range of pets which are more suited to the home! Children don’t just need to think of dogs, 
cats and rabbits –corn snakes or crested geckos can make fascinating pets for youngsters, while 
chinchillas or degus can be extremely rewarding pets for teenagers. 
 
“It’s extremely encouraging that the next generation of pet owners are setting off on the right foot 
and are keen to learn more about how to care for their pets responsibly. And while some may not be 
able to own a pet, or may have never seen certain animals in real life, they can learn, feed and care 
for some for free at My Pet Pals Summer Activity Club summer workshops at any Pets at Home 
store.*” 
 
And as popular canine Scooby Doo gets set to appear back on the big screen, the study also showed 
that the cowardly pooch is still number one in UK kids’ eyes as he was named as the cartoon pet 
they would most like to own. 
 
The dogs from 101 Dalmatians were second favourite, followed by Alvin the chipmunk, Winnie the 
Pooh’s bouncy friend Tigger and Bolt, the adventure-hunting dog from the 2008 film. 

 

Top 10 Famous Dream Pets 

1.Scooby Doo  
2.101 Dalmatians 
3.Alvin the Chipmunk 
4.Tigger 
5.Bolt 
6.Simba 
7.Nemo 
8.Stitch 
9.Stuart Little 
10.Mr Peabody  

 
My Pet Pals activity summer activity club will run at more than 370  Pets at Home stores across the 
UK using fun, interactive activities to educate the next generation of pet owners on how to care for 
small furry animals responsibly. 
 
The free workshops will also follow the adventures of a gang of small furry animal characters and 
reptiles, who will illustrate how to keep pets, such as guinea pigs and hamsters, degus, fish and 
reptiles, happy and healthy. 
 
After completing the workshops, each child will receive a certificate and stickers, along with a pet 
promise card where they make a pledge to look after any pet they have according to the five welfare 
needs, covering habitat, health, wellbeing, diet and behavior. 



 

-Ends- 

For more information please contact Pets at Home PR team on 0161 236 2277 or 

prpets@havasww.com  

*Check before you travel to find out when your store will be holding events. 

 

Notes to Editors:  

The research for Pets at Home was carried out by Opinion Matters between: 16 / 05 / 2014 and 20 / 05 / 2014 

Sample: 1001 UK school-aged children 

All research conducted adheres to the MRS Codes of Conduct (2010) in the UK and ICC/ESOMAR World Research 
Guidelines. Opinion Matters is registered with the Information Commissioner's Office and is fully compliant with the Data 
Protection Act (1998). 

Pets at Home offers great products, tips and advice to keep your pet happy and healthy.  From specialist pet food to toys 
and training aids, there is everything a pet owner could wish for and more.  

There are more than 370 Pets at Home stores across the UK. Log onto www.petsathome.com to find your nearest store 
and for further information  

Pets at Home are proud winners of The Sunday Times Top 25 Best Big Companies to Work for in 2013. 
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